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News from Amphi 

March 7, 2016 

Canyon del Oro High School Teacher Named Circle K Teacher of the Year 

Scott A. Leska 

Tucson, AZ - Canyon del Oro High School biology and biotechnology teacher Dr. Carolyn Zeiher has been named the Circle K 
Teacher of the Year for 2015-16. Dr. Zeiher was one of nine finalists for the Outstanding High School Faculty Awards 
Program in Southern Arizona and was announced as the winner at a ceremony on March 4.  

Dr. Zeiher works diligently to keep her classes on the cutting edge. “Throughout my tenure at CDO, I have continued to 
incorporate new teaching techniques learned through workshops, reading and through discussion and collaboration with 
other teachers,” Zeiher said.  

She engages her students with new ideas and inspires them to achieve at their highest possible level. In fact, recently tried 
“flipping” her classroom, meaning she records her lectures and the students watch them outside of class so that class time 
can be used for more collaboration and experimentation on labs and working problems together. 

Prior to teaching at Canyon del Oro High School, Dr. Zeiher was a research biologist at the Monsanto Chemical Company, 
an assistant professor at the University of Arizona in the plant sciences department, and a science instructor for the UA—
Extended University. She has authored multiple scholarly publications, designed curriculum, and taught courses to students 
from elementary age to graduate level. She is also a member of the Bioscience Advisory Committee—a city-wide 
committee of industry leaders who collaborate to develop educational programs. 

“Dr. Zeiher is not only a teacher, but a mother, an accomplished researcher, a club advisor, and a personal cheerleader, 
which I believe are essential to making her the best teacher I have ever had,” said Kaitlyn Vlahoulis, senior at Canyon del 
Oro. 

The Teacher of the Year is selected from a panel of representatives from districts throughout Southern Arizona. The 
decision is based on a variety of judging criteria, including: excellence in teaching preparation and experience, leadership 
ability, participation in co-curricular or extracurricular activities involving students, innovation or unique teaching practices, 
evidence of successful teaching, recognition by colleagues, and community involvement. Dr. Zeiher was selected as the top 
teacher from having the highest total score from an assessment in all those areas. 

This year, two of the nine finalists for the coveted Teacher of the Year award were from Amphitheater Public Schools. Ms. 
Julie Daniel, a cross-categorical special education teacher at Amphitheater High School, was also honored as a finalist. The 
Outstanding High School Faculty Awards Program is a collaboration between the University of Arizona Intercollegiate 
Athletics Department and the Circle K Corporation.  
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